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New Zealand Map Society. 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the 
National Library, Wellington, on Monday 13 June 2005. 

 
The Meeting opened at 11am. 
 

1. Those present:  
John Robson, Karen Churton, Janet Bray, Karen Craw, Brian Marshall, 
Dave Small, Barbara Moorhouse, Annette Fairweather, Derek Leask, 
Trevor Cobeldick 
 
Apologies: 
Jan Kelly, Phil Barton, Ian Snowden, Kathryn Mercer, Hugh Kidd, Lyn 
Williams, Elva Leaming 
 

2. Minutes of the 2004 AGM. 
The members read the minutes. The motion that they be accepted was 
moved by Brian Marshall and seconded by Derek Leask. Carried. 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2004 AGM minutes. 
John Robson reported no response from EBSCO. Not worth following up 
in the meantime.  
 

4. Summary of Correspondence.   
John Robson wrote a letter of condolence on the death of David 
Woodward and also a congratulatory letter to Peter Maling upon receipt of 
the AC Rhodes Memorial Award. 
 

5. Matters arising from the Correspondence. 
None. 
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6. Statement of Accounts. 

The Treasurer presented the Statement of Accounts and conference 
balance sheet. The joint conference accounts proved time consuming to 
sort out. Membership numbers were steady. There was seeding money 
available for any projects or publications the Society may wish to 
undertake. The motion that it be accepted was moved by Janet Bray and 
seconded by Annette Fairweather. Carried. 
 

7. Matters arising from the Statement of Accounts. 
Brian Marshall commented that the demand for a PDF version of Datum 
was too low at the moment to make it worthwhile.  
It was decided to retain subscriptions at their present rate. 

 
8. Election of officers. 

 President: John Robson, proposed by Brian Marshall and seconded by 
Karen  Churton.       
 Secretary: Karen Craw, proposed by Janet Bray and seconded by Dave 
 Small. 
Treasurer: Karen Churton, proposed by Karen Craw and seconded by 
John Robson. 
Editor of the Journal: Brian Marshall, proposed by John Robson and 
seconded  
by Karen Churton. 
 
The members expressed thanks to Kathryn Mercer, with assistance from 
Janet Bray and Michael Ross, for the Journal.  
The following other members of the Committee were elected unopposed: 
 
Committee: Dave Small, proposed by John Robson and seconded by 
Karen  
Craw. 
Committee: Ian Snowdon, proposed by John Robson and seconded by 
Dave Small. 
Committee: Lyn Williams, proposed by Karen Craw and seconded by 
John Robson. 
Committee: Barbara Moorhouse, proposed by Janet Bray and seconded 
by John Robson. 
 All the above were declared elected to stand for the next year. Carried. 
 

9. Next Meeting  
John Robson suggested a similar arrangement to this year with extra 
speakers or visits to justify the expense of attending the AGM. This would 
have implications for the journal. 
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Janet Bray said the joint conference was a great success. John Robson 
hoped the next Australian Map Circle conference might be on the East 
Coast. 
A session at the next LIANZA conference was suggested with perhaps 
John Spittle as speaker, or joining with the N.Z. Cartographic Society. 
John Robson to approach a LIANZA colleague and report back by 
August. 
It was decided to still have the AGM and meeting in Wellington next year 
in June. Janet Bray asked how this time of year affected accounts and 
subs timing. Karen Churton was ok with June. 

 
10. Any other business 

Cartographic timeline. “From Sextants to Satellites, a cartographic time 
line for New Zealand”. Brian Marshall reported this was ready to be 
published. Discussion ensued as to the best way to publish the article. It 
was agreed that it should be published in the Journal with a wider 
distribution perhaps with a different binding or hard cover. The usual print 
run of 80 would need to be increased to at least 250 and we would need 
to publicise widely. Ultimately web hosting would be desirable. 
Feedback has been received from Jan Kelly, Phil Barton and Elva 
Leaming, and additional input has been offered by Michael Ross. Derek 
Leask would be happy to look at 1840-1880 especially military content. 
A panel of Auckland and Hamilton members is to form and inform 
members of progress. Costing would be first to see how much is required 
and where from. Brian Marshall is to do the initial investigation. Possible 
funding sources were discussed. Creative NZ was suggested. 
Members thanked Brian for all the work he has done so far.  
Any further comments to Brian Marshall by August please. 
 
“A History of the Mapping of New Zealand”. Brian presented a background 
document on a proposed history of mapping in NZ. Pointing out the poor 
coverage of existing literature. We would need to contribute and bring in 
experts. 
As it was such a large topic it was agreed it should be tackled in small 
chunks. 
Suggestions for topics to Dave Small. Contributors would be paid research 
costs.  
Dave Small to approach Michael Ross about being the coordinator. 

 
 

The Meeting closed at 12.15pm. 
 
Karen Craw, Secretary. 
 
Dunedin, 17 June 2005. 
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MEETING OF MAP LIBRARIANS, WELLINGTON, 
JUNE 2005 

 
 
Following the AGM of the Society there was a meeting of map librarians to talk 
about matters affecting them.  Present at the meeting were John Robson, Karen 
Craw, Dave Small, Karen Churton, Barbara Moorhouse, Janet Bray and Brian 
Marshall.  The following topics came up for discussion: 
 
Digitisation.  The Turnbull Library has a number of maps ready to be made 
available – these are high resolution scans of maps that members of the public 
have asked for.  Dave Small reported that a proposal to digitize the NZMS 13 
cadastral series, and a selection of “pre-New Zealand” maps, had been 
submitted for approval.  The University of Waikato Library has about 250 maps 
digitised, but these are not yet up and available for viewing.  The coverage is 
mostly the Waikato and Bay of Plenty regions. Christchurch City Libraries has 
digitised about 40 maps, mostly Christchurch or Canterbury, and either 19th 
century or early 20th century. They are not yet on the library website, but should 
be up later this year.   Neither Massey, Canterbury nor Auckland Universities 
were doing anything, largely because of the relatively recent nature of their 
collections and resulting copyright issues. 
 
Review of the University of Waikato map collection.  John Robson reported 
that the collection had recently been reviewed by a team consisting of the deputy 
librarian, the New Zealand librarian, and an academic from the Geography 
Department.  The outcome of the review is that the collection will stay, and that 
the map librarian will continue to be a half time appointment (John’s other “half 
time” is spent in the New Zealand collection).  John has been asked to conduct a 
survey of new technologies etc. being used in other map libraries, and it was 
agreed that those at the meeting would fill in John’s questionnaire when it is sent 
out.  This led to a discussion about the purchasing of digital data sets, and the 
problems of accessing and making available to clients these sets. At the moment 
the National Library is not purchasing data sets such as the NZ land resource 
inventory or the land cover database.   It was acknowledged that we were all 
struggling to master the technology associated with digital data sets, and John 
will approach Lex Chalmers at Waikato University about the possibility/feasibility 
of a one day training course for map librarians.   
 
Sourcing of new maps.  Brian Marshall was thanked for sending to the group 
notifications of new maps that he receives from various map publishers.  A plea 
was made to separate out the “Items without Dewey classification” section in the 
monthly New Zealand National Bibliography section into cartographic materials 
and music, as most of the listing is music and searching for maps becomes 
unnecessarily time consuming.   
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A central national storage.  It was noted that discussions were ongoing about a 
central national storage facility for monographs, and the question was raised 
about whether maps might be included.  Various large sets of maps were 
identified as possible candidates, including some Canadian series and the old 
DOS maps of British Commonwealth countries particularly in Africa.  It was felt 
that one accessible set was all that was needed, and this would free up a lot of 
cabinet space in our libraries. 
 
Map collection development policies.  Janet Bray sought advice on writing a 
collection development policy for her map collection at Canterbury and a number 
of those present offered to send her copies of theirs.  Janet also noted that the 
map collection that was held by Antarctica New Zealand is now located at the 
Geography Department map collection, University of Canterbury.  This collection 
is fully catalogued. 
 
Lands and Survey aperture cards.  Dave Small commented on these.  They 
are housed in the Turnbull Library map room, consist of about 1500 items, and 
are a wide variety of early maps many of them being produced before survey 
plans were made available.  They are gradually being catalogued and the 
records added to TAPUHI. 
 
Map Society’s web site.  It was generally felt that this could do with a bit of 
improvement.  Barbara Moorhouse and Janet Bray offered to follow this up, with 
a view to finding someone to create a more professionally produced page. 
 
The meeting concluded with a visit to the Turnbull Library map room, where Dave 
Small demonstrated the survey plans made available electronically by the 
Institute of Cadastral Surveying.  These consist of 1.3 million plans as imaged by 
LINZ for the Landonline system.  It is possible to purchase plans for particular 
land districts rather than the whole of New Zealand. 
 

 
____________________ 

 
 
Obituaries 

 
 
 
The University of Waikato Map Library has lost two of its best friends, 
benefactors, and users with the deaths recently of Evelyn Stokes and Owen 
Wilkes. 
 
This newsletter is reprinting a fine appreciation of Evelyn’s life and work by Dick 
Bedford, written to mark her being awarded the Distinguished New Zealand 
Geographer Medal in 2001. I would just like to add a few words about Evelyn’s 
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connection with the Map Library. It would be fair to say that without her Waikato 
may never have had a Map Library or, at least, it would have been only a much 
poorer one. Back in the 1960s, Evelyn was aware that the collection of the New 
Zealand Geographic Society needed a new home and jumped in to offer it one. 
Not only that, she organised a truck and, with Michael Selby, went north to 
Auckland, packed the maps up and brought them to Hamilton where they formed 
the basis of our collection. 
 
In later years, Evelyn travelled extensively and often returned from overseas 
clutching a little treasure that she had acquired in a second hand shop 
somewhere. Thanks to Evelyn we now have some wonderful items such as work 
by Coronelli, Arrowsmith and Cook. Just last year she came in with a wonderful 
auction map for a property outside Hamilton she had found in a shop in Paeroa 
for a couple of dollars. In recent years she have donated many maps and given 
the Library the royalties from her latest book to purchase special items. 
 
We will miss her good friendship and her continued support for the Map Library. 
 
Many people have voiced their sadness on the death of Owen Wilkes, the peace 
campaigner. It may not be obvious what his links to maps were but maps were 
important to Owen and he was a great champion of them. I became closely 
acquainted with Owen during a trip we both took to Dusky Sound in 1999 where 
it quickly became apparent that he was a person with a vast range of knowledge. 
By then Owen was living in the Waikato, dividing his time between Kawhia and 
Hamilton, where he was working for the Department of Conservation. Through 
his work, Owen began coming into the University Map Library and he was regular 
visitor on most Wednesday mornings when he would pore over aerial 
photographs for hours. 
 
On many occasions Owen helped with enquiries and we enjoyed many 
conversations on a wide range of topics. He gave the Library maps he had used 
in his peace campaigning days in Sweden (often annotated with the locations of 
military sites!). Earlier this year, when DOC was moving offices, Owen arranged 
that many old maps came to us rather than being thown out. His death is a great 
loss and Wednesday mornings still seem strange when he does not show. 
 
 
John Robson 
 
 
DAME EVELYN STOKES 
 
Ma wai e to te waka o te matauranga?  Who will bear the canoe of knowledge?  
Professor Evelyn Stokes has devoted almost 30 years of her academic life to 
filling and bearing a canoe full of knowledge about the movements, settlements 
and lands of the tangata whenua of Aotearoa.  Evelyn, through her active 
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participation in Maori society, through her encouragement for the academic 
development of Maori students, for her leadership in fostering the development of 
Maori geography, and for her painstaking research into Maori lands and 
communities, has encouraged and empowered many Maori as well as pakeha to 
treasure their heritages.   
 
One of her historical geography contemporaries of the 1950s, Emeritus Professor 
R. Gerard Ward, observes: “It has been a pleasure for me to find how often our 
academic interests have intersected along with personal attachments to 
particular regions.  This includes her work on early plantations in Fiji; her 
historical studies of Tauranga where I have had family links; and her work on 
Maori land in the Taupo country”.   Clearly Ward’s understanding of our land and 
people has been greatly enriched by Evelyn’s canoe of knowledge. 
 
Another of her historical geography contemporaries advised me that Evelyn 
Dinsdale, “was the complete Canterbury geographer of the 1950s, evenly poised 
between physical and human geography”.  Garth Cant goes on to observe that 
“she proved herself as one of the best of the Jobberns and Packard graduate 
students in Geomorphology and Biogeography, and then came home to 
Tauranga to do a Masters thesis on the spread of settlement in Tauranga 
County”.   Evelyn completed her MA with First Class Honours in Geography at 
the Canterbury University College of the University of New Zealand in 1959 and 
followed this with a Postgraduate Teacher Training Course at Christchurch 
Teachers’ College and several months of classroom teaching at Te Kuiti High 
School in 1960.   
 
In 1960 Evelyn obtained a Fulbright Travel Grant and a Smith-Mundt Grant from 
the US State Department which enabled her to undertake a PhD at Syracuse 
University in New York, where Preston James was her mentor.  Her dissertation 
was on the lumber industry in northern New York, and two papers on this 
research were published in North America’s leading geography journals 
(Economic Geography and Annals, Association of American Geographers in 
1965 and 1966).  This thesis was completed with despatch – in 1963 she was 
back teaching for a few months at Te Kuiti High School before taking up a 
lectureship in Geography at the University of Auckland with duties at that 
university’s newly formed Waikato branch.  In 1964 she moved to Hamilton, 
where she has lived for the past 37 years. 
 
Evelyn, assisted by a Junior Lecturer, Michael Selby (now Deputy Vice-
Chancellor at the University of Waikato), were the foundation staff members of 
Waikato’s Department of Geography.  She became Senior Lecturer there in 
1969, Reader in 1975, and obtained a Personal Chair in 1994.  Evelyn is widely 
recognised, by both Maori and pakeha, as Waikato Geography’s “kuia”, although 
both her own University and her colleagues have been slow to acknowledge her 
contribution to her discipline and to the New Zealand Geographical Society.   
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It is a little ironic that we are awarding Evelyn the New Zealand Geographical 
Society’s Distinguished Geographer Medal after she has been recognised twice 
in national honours for her contributions to tertiary education, Maori and New 
Zealand.  In 1990 Evelyn received the New Zealand 1990 Commemoration 
Medal and in 1999 became Dame Companion of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit.  Before commenting further on some of the things that have contributed to 
this national recognition, I want to say a something about her contributions to the 
New Zealand Geographical Society. 
 
Michael Selby reminded me of one of Evelyn’s first significant contributions to 
both her professional society and her university in 1964.  Evelyn loves maps.  
Indeed, her passion for maps has kept a tradition of cartography very much alive 
for almost 40 years in Waikato’s Geography Department.  Tangible evidence of 
this love came in 1964 when she and Michael transferred the New Zealand 
Geographical Society’s collection of maps from the University of Auckland’s 
Geography library to the University of Waikato. Evelyn decided these maps, 
which were essentially unused and uncatalogued in Auckland, would make a 
very useful contribution to the Waikato campus’s fledgling library collections, 
where they would be properly housed and catalogued.  The University of Waikato 
thus became the deposit library for the New Zealand Geographical Society’s 
considerable map collection, and Evelyn was the Society’s Map Librarian from 
1966 until 1983 when its administration was taken over by the University Library. 
 
Evelyn’s love for maps is revealed not only in her stewardship of the Society’s 
collection.  She has been a great creator of maps – her publications are 
renowned for the meticulous and innovative cartography, much of it expertly 
produced by Max Oulton at the University of Waikato.  Her mapping skills were 
recognised very early in the planning stages for the New Zealand Historical Atlas.  
From 1991 to 1997 she served on the Editorial Committee and the Maori 
Advisory Committee for this Atlas. The Deputy Editor of the Atlas, Dr Russell 
Kirkpatrick, recalls Evelyn’s contribution to that atlas – she is directly responsible 
for at least 8 of the plates dealing with Maori history.  He, along with other 
members of the editorial team, certainly gained enormously from Evelyn’s “te 
waka o te matauranga”. 
 
Evelyn has had a formal association in one way or another with the Geographical 
Society’s Council since 1965.  Between 1965 and 1987 she was a member of its 
Editorial Board, editing for 10 years the New Zealand Journal of Geography 
which she created out of a pamphlet published by the Society (New Zealand 
Geographical Society Record).  Between 1965 and 1979 she published 20 
articles in the New Zealand Geographer and the New Zealand Journal of 
Geography that were specifically oriented towards the interests and curriculum 
needs of secondary school geography teachers and pupils. Garth Cant again 
recalls, with regard to Evelyn’s contribution to geography in New Zealand’s 
schools, that she served on the National Geography Curriculum Committee 
between 1976 and 1987. 
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Since 1989 she has been the Society’s nominee on the New Zealand 
Geographic Board which has responsibility for researching and determining 
official place names in New Zealand.  Her knowledge of Maori places and the 
histories surrounding these places also ensured she was an obvious candidate 
for appointment to the Waitangi Tribunal.  She has been a member of this 
Tribunal since 1989, and has been an author and contributor to many of the 
major reports published under its auspices.   
 
Two of the Tribunal’s inquiries related particularly closely to Evelyn’s long-
established research interests.  The first of these was the Tribunal’s 
documentation of the confiscation of Maori land in the Tauranga area – she 
edited a two volume collection on Te Raupatu o Tauranga Moana which has 
become the major repository of written knowledge on Tauranga’s lands.  It was 
noted earlier that Evelyn’s Masters thesis was on settlements in Tauranga 
County. In 1980 she published a history of Tauranga County to mark a century of 
local government in the area. This book received the J.M. Sherrard “Major 
Award” in regional history – it remains the definitive study of Tauranga’s 
economic and social transformation since the settlement of Maori. 
 
The second Tribunal inquiry that is particularly relevant here concerned the 
Rotokawa geothermal resources between Taupo and Rotorua. Evelyn was on 
the Ngati Tahu Tribal Trust for 11 years between 1980 and 1991, appointed by 
the Maori Land Court.  She was heavily involved in the iwi’s negotiations with the 
Ministry of Energy, amongst other Government Departments, over the use of 
geothermal resources for power generation in this area. Her experience with the 
Nagti Tahu Tribal Trust has ensured she has an on-going role to play in inquiries 
into the use of geothermal resources.  
 
I have only touched on Evelyn’s very rich contribution to the literature on Maori 
land and community issues. She has written over 30 books, monographs and 
substantive research reports that contain significant findings on Maori resource 
use. Many of these have been published from the Department of Geography at 
the University of Waikato where they have been invaluable resources for 
successive generations of students taking courses in the Maori geography 
programme.  The final aspect of Evelyn’s career that I want to comment briefly on 
is her innovative contributions to curriculum development in the Department of 
Geography at the University of Waikato. 
 
One of the most important academic appointments that Evelyn facilitated at the 
University of Waikato was getting Anne Magee [check spelling of Anne] onto the 
staff in the late 1970s.  Anne and Evelyn were instrumental in establishing 
gender and later feminist studies at the University of Waikato.  At the same time 
as she was battling with some of her male colleagues in other New Zealand 
universities about the place for and meaning of gendered geographies, she was 
also arguing the case for a Maori geography – a geography written by Maori, 
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about Maori, for Maori. One of her early students, later to be the first Maori 
lecturer in the Waikato Geography Department, Tikitu Tutua-Nathan (now a 
senior policy manager in the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries) recalls the 
signifcant mentoring role she has played for all of the Maori students and staff 
the Department has had since its foundation.  
 
I would like to conclude with an observation contained in a message I have 
received from Associate Professor Louise Johnson, Head of the School of 
Contemporary Arts at Deakin University, and a former Visiting Lecturer in the 
Waikato Department. 
 
“ Evelyn gave me a great academic insight which I have used with myself and 
students ever since - and that was to "write to express not to impress". As 
someone who likes to perform to an audience and to write with lots of long 
words, this was a revelation. It was also wonderfully typical of someone whose 
professional life was to express - her commitment to Maori rights - not to impress 
anyone. And that humility is also very special.” 
 
Humble people often get missed in the clamour made by those who like to 
perform and impress.  It took the award of the country’s highest national honour 
to remind colleagues of Evelyn’s remarkable contribution to geography and the 
New Zealand Geographical Society.  Garth Cant captures this most concisely 
when he notes that “no one within geography has made a more substantial and 
sustained contribution to the wholeness and wellbeing of this nation we call 
Aotearoa/New Zealand in the 1980s and 1990s than Dame Evelyn Stokes.”  It is 
with great pleasure, Evelyn that we present you with the New Zealand 
Geographical Society’s highest honour: the Distinguished New Zealand 
Geographer Medal. 
 
 
Richard Bedford 
Professor of Geography 
University of Waikato 
 
 
 
 
PRESERVING MAPS FOR THE FUTURE 
 
Decades from now, home buyers and developers might have difficulty assessing 
how a property was used because of new federal mapping practices, according 
to government librarians.  
 
The U.S. Geological Survey, which issues most official maps, is transforming its 
role from mapmaker to map gatekeeper. Like most agencies, USGS is 



 12

transitioning from print to digital media. The transitions have left USGS officials 
and government librarians struggling to preserve cartographic information. 
 
When most people think of the nation's historical records, they think of written 
documents. But maps, which are increasingly created in digital formats, are also 
federal documents that USGS must retain for future reference. The growing 
amount of geospatial data generated by federal agencies, states, industry and 
nongovernmental organizations must be filed somewhere. The question is where. 
 
Increasingly, storing geographic information is a team effort. For instance, last 
month USGS launched an improved, comprehensive Geospatial One-Stop Web 
portal. The online tool combines thousands of resources from federal, state, local 
and private sources. And the National Map project — a constantly updated 
topographic map on the Internet — is a collaboration among government 
agencies, industry and nongovernmental organizations.  
 
The producers of such interagency datasets must agree on which historical 
information is worth saving and then make a commitment to manage that data, 
USGS officials say. They add that geospatial archiving requires a more 
sophisticated approach than many organizations can fund.  
 
"The practical reality is that the entire federal government does not have the 
resources to map" the nation, said Hank Garie, chief of geospatial information 
integration and analysis in USGS' National Geospatial Programs Office. The 
office was created in August 2004 to collect and make available data from state 
and local governments, private organizations and other federal agencies for the 
National Map and Geospatial One-Stop initiatives. 
 
Librarians say preservation practices must improve soon or future generations 
will not know the difference between a property used as a landfill and one used 
as a burial ground. Computer screens are not always user-friendly, printouts are 
cumbersome, and ink fades, they say.  
 
"When the public comes in, they want to be able to look at a whole county," said 
Donna Koepp, director of government documents and microforms and head of 
reference and instruction for the Harvard College Library's Social Sciences 
Program. "It's pretty difficult to do that, even on a 20-inch monitor. It's hard to 
paste things together because the edges don't match perfectly." 
 
She had to consult old-fashioned printed maps to check if power lines 
encroached on a particular area of land. "I was trying to buy a house, but I didn't 
want to live under one of these high power lines," Koepp said. "I wanted to be at 
least two miles away from one of these things." 
 
In the future, people will only be able to see a tiny parcel of land on a computer 
screen or have to print several pages to get the entire view they want, she said. 
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The implications for map preservation don't just affect librarians and real estate 
investors. "It's a record of the development of our country," Koepp said.  
 
Librarians are particularly concerned about the National Map project. 
Government officials aren't guaranteeing that libraries will have free access to the 
map, that previous versions of the map will be saved, and that librarians will be 
able to download and print at full size, Koepp said. 
 
USGS officials acknowledge that they don't have solutions for full-size printing. 
"USGS recognizes the need to deliver and distribute large-format paper maps," 
said Denver Makle, a USGS spokeswoman. The agency "also recognizes that it 
cannot afford the traditional map printing and stocking in a warehouse."  
 
Linda Zellmer, head of the Geology Library at Indiana University, said buying 
digital maps was a problem when she was a librarian at Arizona State University.  
 
"Libraries in small states like Delaware could afford data for their states, but data 
for large states like Arizona and California was prohibitively expensive," she said. 
 
Another complication is that many people don't understand geographic 
information system jargon, which features monstrosities such as digital 
orthophoto quadrangles and digital raster graphics. 
 
"The system should be intuitive enough so that anyone can use it," Zellmer said. 
"Obtaining a map in a library should not become a service mediated by a 
librarian." 
  
Aliva Sternstein 
 
''Reproduced with permission of Federal Computer Week and FCW.COM, 
Copyright, FCW Media Group, 2005. All rights reserved.'' 
 
 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 
 

Encyclopedia of Exploration 1800 to 1850 / Raymond John Howgego.  Potts 
Point, NSW, Hordern House Rare Books, 2004.  690pp.  ISBN 1-875567-44-5. 
 
 
This volume continues the history of exploration and colonisation that began with 
Howgego's guide up to the year 1800, reviewed in the April 2003 issue of Datum.   
Much of what was said in that review applies equally to this new volume.  The 
title page of the new volume tells us that this is a comprehensive reference guide 
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to the history and literature of exploration, travel and colonisation between the 
years 1800 and 1850.  The new volume is a substantial one, although at 690 
pages it is 478 pages shorter than the first volume.   The advantage of this is that 
the new volume is rather easier, physically, to handle. 
 
The concluding date for the coverage in this volume - 1850 - has been carefully 
chosen by Howgego.  He argues that this date represents "the conclusion of a 
distinct period of exploration and European colonial expansion".  In the Arctic a 
renewed interest in the Northwest Passage had culminated in the loss of the 
Franklin expedition, while further south the extent of the United States had to a 
large extent been established, and the California gold rush was under way.  In 
South America Spanish rule had been overthrown and political boundaries 
established that were similar to those existing today.   In Africa the Sahara had 
been crossed, while the exploration of central Africa and the European scramble 
for Africa had yet to get underway.  In Asia British, French and Russian rivalries 
saw Iran, Afghanistan and the area to the north fairly clearly demarcated, and the 
survey of India had been completed.  Howgego says that by 1850 "much of New 
Zealand had been colonised and mapped", while there was sufficient knowledge 
of central Australia to confirm its inhospitality.  The French in particular had 
ensured that there was very little left to discover in the Pacific by 1850. 
 
Arrangement of the entries in this volume is alphabetical, by the name of the 
traveller.  Each entry has an entry number, and an indication (in one or two 
words) of where the traveller was travelling.  Brief biographical details follow, 
along with rather more detailed accounts of the explorations made.  Each entry 
concludes with a bibliography of works by and about the traveller.  If the traveller 
made more than one journey, there will be more than one entry. 
 
As with the first volume, entries for particular topics are interspersed with the 
entries for people. A criticism of the first volume was that the topical entries  were 
difficult to locate, and it is pleasing to see in the latest volume a listing of the 
special topics in the introduction.  New Zealand and the New Zealand Company 
are included as special topics. 
 
Given the wide and international scope of this work, it is hardly surprising that the 
occasional error has slipped in.  On page 439 Richard Matthews from the 
Wanganui Mission Station is ascending the Wairarapa River - this should be the 
Wanganui River.  On page 552 William Mein Smith is completing a coastal 
survey to Castle Poin, - this should be Castlepoint.  Although Howgego is usually 
very good at giving complete names for the people he mentions it is surprising 
that someone like G.H. Richards (page 573) who accompanied John Lort Stokes 
on the Acheron survey, is not given his full name.  George Henry Richards and 
Frederick John Evans (who in the same paragraph gets his name in full) later 
compiled the first edition of the British Admiralty's New Zealand Pilot (1856), 
based largely on the Acheron-Pandora surveys.  Richards's full name is 
obtainable from the British Library online catalogue.  I wondered why Thomas 
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Wing was omitted, other than being briefly mentioned in passing as the captain of 
the schooner Deborah chartered by Frederick Tuckett to explore the southern 
South Island. 
 
Yet it is far too easy to sit at one's desk and hunt for minor errors or think of 
explorers who might have been included.  The fact is that this volume continues 
the fine standards set by Howgego in volume 1.  It is an amazing achievement 
for one person to accomplish, and it is going to be a basic work of reference for 
many years to come.  The body of travel and exploration literature for the period 
1800 to 1850 is immense, and for one person to distil it into a single volume is 
indeed a fine achievement.  Howgego deserves both our thanks and our 
congratulations. 
 
Brian Marshall 
 
 
 
Holm, Janet.  Caught Mapping, the life and times of New Zealand's early 
surveyors.  Christchurch, Hazard Press, 2005.  302pp.  ISBN 1-877270-86-5. 
 
 
Janet Holm has selected a number of land surveyors, and tries to bring them 
alive within the social milieu of their time.  Through their activities and attitudes 
she attempts to sketch the world they lived in, as it appeared to them.  It is 
important to note Holm's very first sentence in her Preface:  "This personal 
account of surveyors' lives does not particularly draw them as measuring angles 
and taking trigonometrical and topographical readings, for my understanding of 
these mathematical intricacies is very slight".  As we shall see, this sentence 
embodies the frustrations that I encountered when reading this book. 
 
After a preliminary chapter in which Holm considers the question of just what is a 
surveyor, there are twelve chapters of varying lengths which look at particular 
surveyors / engineers, and an epilogue which aims to put the individual chapters 
into a wider context. 
 
Chapter One deals with Edward Jollie, whose New Zealand career started in 
Wellington with the New Zealand Company.  In 1845 Jollie moved to Nelson, and 
in 1847 he was engaged in laying out 50 acre sections at the mouth of the Clutha 
in Otago.   In 1849 he arrived in Christchurch to carry out the work for which he is 
most remembered - the laying out of the city of Christchurch.  By 1851 hard 
economic reality in the young Canterbury settlement had seen Jollie return to 
Nelson to join his brother Francis.  In 1858 Jollie was surveying between the 
Rangitata and Waitaki Rivers, with Samuel Hewlings, and the definition of the 
Otago/Canterbury boundary was his last major piece of work. 
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Chapter Two looks at James Wylde, an engineer rather than a surveyor, and at 
one point a member of the Canterbury Provincial Council.  The latter part of his 
career was spent on the West Coast of the South Island, which at the time was 
part of Canterbury.  Chapter Three is concerned with Henry and Edward Sealy.  
Edward Sealy was a noted photographer, and developed his career in 
Canterbury as a topographical photographer.  Chapter Three includes quite a 
digression on Palmer's report on the state of the surveys in New Zealand 
immediately prior to the abolition of the provinces, and sits somewhat 
uncomfortably within this chapter. 
 
Chapter Four relates the sad tale of Robert Bain, the would-be surveyor of 
southern Westland, but the tale is already a fairly familiar one. 
 
Chapter Five looks at John Rochfort, "one of Canterbury's forgotten men" 
(p.106).  Rochfort's early career was spent in the Manawatu and Hawkes Bay 
areas of the North Island.  In 1852 he sailed from New Zealand for Australia, but 
was back in the South Island by 1854, spending time in Nelson and on the West 
Coast.  This is one of the better chapters in this book, and provides good detail 
about Rochfort the surveyor.  In 1870 he was back in the North Island, surveying 
railway routes from Wellington to the Wairarapa and into Hawkes Bay.  By 1872 
Rochfort was back in Canterbury, and from 1874 to 1876 he was Engineer to the 
Timaru and Gladstone Board of Works.  Holm provides considerable detail about 
the difficulties of progressing public works at Timaru. 
 
Chapter Six looks at the surveying of the route for the North Island Main Trunk 
Railway.  This is a superficial and disappointing chapter, considering the wealth 
of detail that is available in the Appendix to the Journals of the House of 
Representatives, and in good secondary sources such as R.S. Fletcher's Single 
track, the construction of the North Island Main Trunk Railway (Auckland, Collins, 
1978). The sad end to Rochfort's career needs a better and more detailed 
explanation than the one given here by Holm.   At the national level, Rochfort’s 
efforts to find a route for the North Island Main Trunk Railway are far more 
important than the difficulties at Timaru, expounded upon at great length in the 
previous chapter, and highlight one of the problems with this book.  There is little 
attempt to guage the relevant importance of events, and the author is clearly 
much more comfortable (or had better sources to mine) when looking at the 
South Island. 
 
Chapters Seven to Ten are concerned with searches for routes across the 
Southern Alps from Canterbury to Westland. Chapter Seven is concerned with 
Haast Pass, but adds little to what is already well known.  Chapter Eight is titled 
"Over Harper Pass, chapter Nine is "The Saga of Browning Pass", and Chapter 
Ten "The Way to Go" (Arthur Dudley Dobson and Arthur's Pass). 
 
Chapter Eleven relates the tale of Sam Hewlings, an English-trained surveyor 
who laid out the town of Geraldine in 1854, and later made a compass survey of 
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the run boundaries south of the Rangitata River.  The chapter ends on a sad note 
with an account of the loss of five daughters, three of them while Hewlings was 
Chief Surveyor for Canterbury. 
 
Chapter Twelve is the tale of Noel Brodrick and is, in the words of Janet Holm, 
"an abridged account of his full life, taken from his own records and lifted 
eclectically from a long record; snapshots, as it were" (page 256). The records 
are 50 diaries, written by Brodrick between 1881 and 1931.  There is a lot of 
detail in this chapter that does not amount to much, and Holm fails to establish 
the overall picture of Brodrick's life from the minutiae of his day to day 
experiences. 
 
Perhaps the first point to emerge is that this is very much a South Island book, 
and the author is clearly more comfortable when relating South Island events. If 
Holm wanted a New Zealand-wide account, she might have looked at the careers 
of people such as Laurence Cussen, or some of the early geologists who 
travelled prodigiously to make the first geological maps of the country. The book 
would have been better if it had confined itself to Canterbury and Westland 
affairs. 
 
When I first heard about this book I thought we were going to get at least an 
account of the surveying activities of a variety of pioneers, or, with a bit of luck, a 
good overall account of the land surveying of New Zealand.  The title "Caught 
Mapping" implies that this is what is to be presented, but the key to this book 
really is tucked away in the preface.  Holm does seem to be mostly interested in 
the social milieu of nineteenth century New Zealand, and the surveyors are a 
canvas upon which this picture is painted. 
 
At another level, I could not help but feel that there was a much greater need for 
more distillation of the material used by Holm.  With much of the detail presented 
in this book the question at the back of my mind was "So what?"  This book 
inadvertently raises the question of what constitutes history - what from the past 
is significant enough to record and interpret.  Holm too often fails to explain the 
significance of her material, and clearly much of the time it is not significant, 
especially if the reader is looking for information about surveyors or surveying.   
Too often Holm has come across material that she feels must be included, but 
fails to integrate it with the other material she is using.  A good example of this is 
the account of the Palmer investigation into the state of the surveys throughout 
New Zealand.  In the chapter about Brodrick, the information from his diaries, 
which is at the very personal (and almost ho-hum) level, Holm fails to tell us what 
the significance of this material is. 
 
At a technical level, this book also raises concerns.  It could do with a good 
editing.  Holm has a problem with presenting personal names consistently.  In the 
chapter about Browning Pass, Robert Park is referred to as Robert Park on page 
212, but a page later he is Mr Park.  In the chapter about Noel Brodrick, we have 
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reference to Mr John Baker on page 257, but a page later he is John Holland 
Baker.  Elsewhere in the book we have Edwin Blake / Blake, and Mr Howitt / 
Howitt.  The indexing of the book is slipshod as well.  The entry for Howitt, 
Herbert Charlton fails to point out that he is also referred to on page 195;  the 
index lists John Caverhill as being mentioned on pages 193 and 199, but 199 
should be 198; and C.D. Crossley who is also indexed as being mentioned on 
page 199 is in fact mentioned on page 198.  Edgar Jones is mentioned on page 
196, but the index fails to note this, although it does note his brief mention on 
page 273. Alfred East, mentioned on page 223, fails to make it into the index at 
all. 
 
I am still puzzled by the caption to one of the photographs in this book.  On page 
209 there is a photograph of Robert Park, and a note that he framed when he 
wasn't surveying.   Park happened to be a competent artist - was he a picture 
framer as well, or was he in fact a farmer? 
 
At the end of the book Holm has a bibliography, arranged so as to relate to each 
chapter.  Holm is inconsistent and incorrect with her references.   Jollie’s 
Reminiscences are listed as an unpublished source on page 290, but as a 
published source on page 295.  Papers printed as part of the Appendix to the 
Journals of the House of Representatives are listed as unpublished sources, 
which is bizarre, and obituaries in newspapers are also listed as unpublished 
sources.  Newspapers are obviously a published source of information.   For 
each chapter Holm's material is divided, albeit incorrectly, into unpublished and 
published material, but the references for chapter 8 are either published or 
primary. 
 
The key to understanding this book lies in a comment from Janet Holm made 
while addressing the annual meeting of the Canterbury History Foundation 
recently.  She said that her aim in writing history was to “use carefully researched 
material to depict social situations, peepholes as it were into lives and times for a 
general public who don’t want to know a whole lot but can understand and 
appreciate a human story”.¹ This is pretty much what we get in Caught Mapping. 
 
 
¹  Phanzine, newsletter of the Professional Historians’ Association of New 
Zealand/Aotearoa, v.12(2), August 2005: p.11. 
 
 
Brian Marshall 
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NEWS & NOTES 
 
 
 
 
The Maori Land Information Base (MLIB) is used to locate individual Maori land 
blocks on a computer-generated map. It contains Maori Land Court information 
about Maori freehold land, which the Maori Land Court in consultation with Maori 
has approved for release on the Internet. This information is overlaid on a digital 
cadastral database and includes the size of each Maori land block ;  An 
indication of the number of owners ;  Topographical information such as roads 
and rivers, and relevant and appropriate management information, eg, if an 
incorporation or trust manages the land, etc.   
 
The Maori Land Information Base was first developed in 1997 and provides a 
snapshot of Maori freehold land as at August 2000. The data in the Maori Land 
Information Base was sourced from  the Maori Land Court.   
  
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/business/mlidb/ 
 

********** 
 
 
From the New Zealand National Bibliography for December 2004: 
 
Pre 300,000 plan index [electronic resource] / Institute of Cadastral 
Surveying. - Timaru [N.Z.] : Institute of Cadastral Surveying, c2003. - 1.38 
million maps (391.90Gb) on 2 external hard drives : col., 250Gb each ; 15 x 21 
cm. - Version 1.0.85. - Scales differ. 

Title from title screen. - "Data sourced from Land Information New Zealand." - 
Consists of 1.38 million survey maps of New Zealand land blocks, from the 
beginning of official surveys through to recent times. Maps are grouped by 
district and indexed by plan type and number. - Issued also as 89 DVD's. - 
Systems requirements: Windows: Pentium II-class equivalent processor or 
later, including Intel-compatible AMD processors; Windows 98SE, Me, 2000 
Professional, or XP; CD-ROM drive; 32 MB RAM or more; available 
FireWire/1394/i.LINK or USB 1.1 or 2.0 port depending on model; internet 
connection (for system updates). - System requirements: Macintosh: Mac OS 
9.1 or higher or Mac OS X versions 10.1.2-10.1.5 and versions 10.2.4 or 
higher; CD-ROM drive; 32 MB RAM or more; available FireWire or USB 1.1 
or 2.0 port depending on model; internet connection (for system updates). 
ISBN $3,350.00 (all land districts) 
1. Real property--New Zealand--Maps.  2. Land subdivision--New Zealand--

Maps. I. Institute of Cadastral Surveying. 
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Each of the 1.38 million images have been grouped by district and indexed by 
plan type and number (DP, SO etc).   It is possible to buy the plans for particular 
land districts rather than for the whole country, if so desired.   Some of the 
advantages of having your own copy of these images are:  

• The images are available to you 24 hours a day 7 days a week  

• There is no waiting for the images to be sent to you from LINZ  

• There are no telecom data transmission costs  

• There are no LINZ charges.  

The package includes an Index program that allows quick and simple access to 
the plans, and works over your office network.  The images are stored in large 
'Library' files. These large library files are easier to manage than several 
thousand individual files. The individual images can be extracted from the library 
files using the Cadastral Index application. 

 
An installation guide for anyone purchasing this can be found at: 
http://www.ics.org.nz/assets/cadastralindexmanual.pdf 

 
 

********** 
 
Solomon Islands Mapping.  Australian Defence has been and still is involved in 
a mapping programme of the Solomons, on behalf of the Solomon Islands 
Government, at the 1:10,000 scale.  Imagery was flown and the first maps 
produced in 2002.  The maps are not yet available to the public, only to Defence 
and will not be made available until the whole project is finished and handed to 
the Solomon Islands government.  It will be up to the Solomon Islands 
government to decide on their availability.  Australian Defence are also updating 
the DOS 1:50 000 topographical maps.  [Information from Maura O'Connor, Map 
Curator, National Library of Australia] 
 
 

********** 
 
 
University of Waikato Map Library is on the move: 
 
The powers that be in the University of Waikato (in efforts to save money) are 
closing some activities in the centre of town and moving them onto the Hillcrest 
campus. To accommodate them the Library having to squeeze up and one result 
is that the Map Library is having to move. 
 
The Map Library will move from its present location on level 4 of the central 
Library down to level 3 into a smaller area and an area which, for about half, has 



 21

loading restrictions. This, of course, means that not everything can fit into the 
new space allocation. Some material will have to go to a storage facility but some 
other items will be offered for disposal to other map libraries (and failing their 
being snapped up will be thrown out). 
 
The moves will begin as soon as exams are out of the way in November.  It is not 
a good situation to be in and the thought of moving all the map cabinets does not 
appeal, especially as it will be done in two stages. 

 
 

********** 
 
 
Janet Bray is leaving her position as Map Librarian, Department of Geography, 
University of Canterbury.  Janet writes: “Down here I’m suppressing a mild 
feeling of panic as I face what has to be sorted out before I leave.  After much to-
ing and fro-ing I decided to resign, and will be finishing in late December, before 
going overseas for six months in January.    I’ll be sad to leave the Geography 
Department, and especially sorry to be leaving the Map Society behind.  Getting 
to know the people in it has been such a pleasure, and I’ll be sad to be losing the 
contact.  But I’ll send out a message at the end of the year with my “civilian” 
contact details, so hopefully I won’t lose touch completely”. 
 
 

********** 
 
Maura O’Connor, Map Curator at the National Library of Australia, has taken 
recreation leave and long service leave and is not returning to the Library. Maura 
held the position of Map Curator from 1988 until 2005, and she has been 
acknowledged for the valuable work she has done in building the map collection 
and making it more widely accessible. Her successor is Dr Martin Woods, who 
arrived at the National Library of Australia in 2004 as manager responsible for 
the reading rooms and access services.  Recently Martin has been working with 
Maura on a number of map access projects.    In 1997 Martin edited  Australia's 
oral history collections: a national directory. 
 
 

********** 
 
 
In 2003 MapWorld in Christchurch published its New Zealand Map Catalogue 
[and] Navigation Catalogue.  Those who know of this publication will also know 
how useful it is.  Janet Bray at the University of Canterbury approached the 
publishers to find out if a new edition is in the pipeline.  Neville Jones, the owner 
of MapWorld, told her that they have no immediate plans to do so, but it's 
something they'd like to do 'one day'.  He mentioned that it took a great deal of 
work.  Neville also said that the catalogue's become a bit of a collector's item and 



 22

that people are offering him $20 for a copy!  Unfortunately he doesn't have any 
left to sell. A very handy service offered by MapWorld is to provide New Zealand 
hydrographic charts to libraries as a standing order.  This saves a lot of hassle! 
 
 

********** 
 

 
The 34th Annual Conference of the Australian Map Circle will be held from 12-
15 February 2006 in Perth at Trinity College, The University of Western Australia.  
The theme of the conference is “Charting the past and projecting into the future”.  
The keynote speaker is Phil Playford, whose topic is “Dirk Hartog and the Land of 
the Eendracht” (focusing on early mapping of Western Australia by the Dutch, 
British and French). The full registration fee (if paid before the end of 2005) is 
$A240, and the AMC is very kindly charging NZ Map Society members no more 
than AMC members are being charged.  The conference convenor is Amy Griffin, 
who can be contacted at:  a.griffin@adfa.edu.au 
 
 

********** 
 
 
Maps of New Zealand in the British Parliamentary Papers.  Brendan Whyte 
has unearthed two maps in the series reprinted by Irish University Press that 
apparently are not listed in Ray Hargreave’s listing.  The maps are: 

 
"Sketch map to accompany report on Major Mair's expedition against Te-Kooti March, 
1869", "sub-enclosure 7 in enclosure 8 in No.2", "No.307_I. Return._New Zealand." 
 
"Map of the Seat of War.West coast. New Zealand", "enclosure 7 in Governor's 
Despatch No.7, 21st Jan.y., 1869", "O.59_Return._New Zealand." 
 
A comparison of the holdings of the reprinted maps at The University of 
Melbourne and University of Auckland Libraries shows that not all the maps in 
the British Parliamentary Papers were reprinted.  Using Hargreave’s list as a 
guide, the following maps appear not to have been reprinted:  Hargreaves 17, 30, 
31, 34, 44, 49, 52, 53, 55, 70, 71 and 72.  Of these maps, numbers 30, 34, 41, 
49, 52, 70, 71 and 72 are the same size as a page of text, which may explain 
why they were not reprinted separately.  Some maps with these dimensions were 
reprinted, however.   Hargreaves 55 is a map that occupies about half the page, 
and there is text above and below the map.  Hargreaves 32 is a bit of a puzzle – 
the text of the parliamentary paper refers to a map being enclosed, but the 
reprinted version of the papers has no such map. 

 
 

********** 
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400 years of Mapping Australia.  This conference is being conducted by the 
Mapping Sciences Institute of Australia from 23 to 25 August 2006 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Darwin. There will also be a  public exhibition of historic maps, 
instruments and photographs. The conference and exhibition are being held 
under the national Australia-on-the-Map 1606-2006 programme of events to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of the first European contact with Australia. 
 
The Programme 
 
The technical programme will run over 3 days and will comprise papers to 
celebrate 400 years of mapping in Australia. The range of topics will cover 
aspects of the mapping achievements of: 

• early European cartographers and hydrographers, 
• land explorers and colonial land administrators, and 
• government agencies and private sector firms 

 
The social programme will include a welcome reception, historic sights cruise on 
Darwin Harbour and a conference dinner. 
 
Further Information 
 
The conference programme and registration forms will be distributed in early 
2006.Enquiries can be made to Trevor Menzies at email 
menzies2@bigpond.net.au or 
 
 

********** 
 
 
The publishing company Rough Guides has recently issued a 1:1,000,000 map 
of New Zealand (ISBN 1-84353-224-7).  It is one of a series of country maps 
forming part of a World Mapping Project.  What is interesting about this map is 
that it is printed on a synthetic paper called Polyart – high density polyethylene 
(HDPE) with a clay coating.  It contains no chlorine or other halogens and is non-
toxic, producing neither dioxin nor other highly toxic materials.  Waste from the 
production process is recycled and the process itself consumes less energy than 
ordinary paper manufacture.  The maps can be recycled.  A statement on the 
map says that the map will not tear and will survive a dip in the ocean.  The cost 
of the map (US$9.99, UK£5.99)  seems to be about what one would expect to 
pay these days for a paper map. 
 
Now, if only our 1:50,000 topos and hydrographic charts could make the same 
claims…! 
 
 

********** 
 



 24

 
This year’s Journal should appear before the end of the year.  It is being edited 
by Brian Marshall, and is taking the form of a cartographic time line for New 
Zealand.  It will be about 140 pages long, and extra copies are being printed to 
sell to non-members of our Society. 

 
The time line records the main events in the surveying and mapping of New 
Zealand.  Also included are events relating to map publishing, map keeping and 
map librarianship, the teaching of surveying and cartographic skills, the formation 
of societies and associations relating to surveying and cartography - in fact, to 
“cartography” in the broadest possible meaning of the word. 
 
The time line has been looked at by some other members of our Society, and 
very useful comments on it have been made by Tony Bevin, a former Surveyor-
General, and Mairi Clark, a former Chief Photogrammetrist, at what used to be 
the Department of Lands and Survey. 
 
 

********** 
 
 

Included with this issue of Datum is a flyer from Newton Andrews in Auckland.  
They have made a contribution towards the postage of the newsletter in return 
for having their flyer inserted, and their financial assistance is very much 
appreciated.  If ever you are in Devonport, make a point of visiting their delightful 
shop. 
 
 

*** 
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